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legal mind was a disgraceful statement,, since nullity laws
have gone on for many generations, at a time when even
divorces were only brought about by Acts of Parliaments.
They have never been used as a means of getting round
divorcee, but they have been there as well-recognised
principles for people to determine whether they are
properly married or not.
When the Bishop's Court has come to a decision, the
decision is only sent to the Rota because the Rota is an
Appeal Court. If I, or anybody else, want my marriage
annulled I go first to the bishop. If my case fails there
nothing more is heard of it, because I know perfectly well
that if I cannot pass my case through the Bishop's Court,
I am not likely to get it through the Appeal Court. If,
on the other hand, my case succeeds in the Bishop's Court,
it is the boundcn duty of the religious authorities, acting
rather in the position of the King's Proctor, to bring my
case to the Appeal Court, and to fight me there in Rome,
going therefore to the final court of the Church, This, I
might add, is considerably more than the King's Proctor
does in Great Britain.
In almost every case it has been found that the Bishop's
Court went into the matter very thoroughly, and was
usually in the right. It is interesting therefore to note the
Dean of the Rota's remarks on this subject shortly after
Pope Pius succeeded. He stated that in the previous six
years there had only been eighty decrees of nullity granted
in the whole Roman Church of about three hundred and
fifty million people, and these formed the majority of
applications, because of the reason I have already given,
that. they had been thrashed out in the local Bishop's
Court first. The Act of Canon Law, he added, determined